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have renewed appreciation for all mothers.
ILooking back I remember Mom shooing

me out of the living room, and at times
generally sounding impatient. Her actions
often confused me as this was supposed to
be “the most wonderful time of the year.”
My perception (at the time) was that she was
robbing me of participating in one of the most
fun and exciting events I could have imagined —
the ritual of annual holiday decorating.

The irony is that now I’'m in my 40s and all

I think of when I think of decorating for the
holidays is undecorating afterwards. There have
been years when I was still removing greens in
March. I’'m not proud. Over the years I have
definitely learned to be better at prioritizing.

Above: Antler candelabras on the mantel (available through Daniel J Moore Design) with the addition of
glass balls to the garland and greens replacing turkey feathers in the arrangement on the coffee table.
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TEELT IT WOULD BENOTEWORTHY FORME TO DESCRIBE A WAY OF DECORATING THAT
WOULD ALLOW YOU TO GET FROM OCTOBER 1, ALL THE WAY TO NEW YEAR'S — THREL
WONTHS GUILT FREE WITH YOUR HOME DECORATED FORTHE RIGHT OCCASION.

Above, Top: Dried and guided magnolia wreaths transition effortlessly from
fall to winter. Turkey feathers and dried leaf accents are featured to establish
the season. Above, Bottom: Turkey feathers in this candle display will be
replaced by evergreens to transition into the winter holidays.
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I distinctly remember one

year (as the hours ticked by
and the eminent holiday party
approached) exclaiming, “NO
MORE RIBBON!” Sometimes
the best way to relieve some of
the pressure is just to edit; to
simplify.

When I received the
opportunity to write this article
all these thoughts went through
my head. How do I express the
joy of the holiday season and
the excitement of decorating
for it when at times it causes
me so much anxiety and stress?
I felt it would be noteworthy
for me to describe a way of
decorating that would allow
you to get from October 1, all
the way to New Year’s — three
months guilt free with your
home decorated for the right
occasion. Here’s how...

Start with color. What
does fall (including Halloween
and Thanksgiving) and winter
(including Christmas and
New Year’s) have in common?
Seasonal colors. I thought
gold and bronze provided
distinct accents instead of the
typical brown, orange, yellow
and red of fall. Plus gold
was definitely an applicable
color all the way through to
Christmas and New Year’s. So
first we hung dried Magnolia
leaf wreaths with accents of
gold, and placed bronze antler
candelabras on the mantel...
it was hunting season after all.
We then layered the garland,
arrangements of silvered and
gilded leaves and twigs, and
accented with strategically
placed woven vine balls, carved
wooden pumpkins, antlers, and
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Above, Top: Coordinating festive table cloth added to the side table,
and fall accents replaced with items that are more Christmas specific,
wooden trees, red accent pillows, ribbons on the wreaths. Above,
Bottom: Evergreen trimmings and silvered reindeer surround a large
glass hurricane filled with silvered beads to emphasize the season.

decorative pillows. The key fall

element used to really anchor in

the season was turkey feathers.
Those feathers were tucked
into the garland on the mantel
and into various arrangements
around the room, and most
importantly they are easy to
remove. Fall decor completed.
Check.

Prepare for Christmas.
T'hanksgiving is now over and
you’re tired of fighting a turkey
hangover. You don’t have to
start from scratch — move decor
into the Christmas holiday
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festivities almost effortlessly.
We merely removed all of
the turkey feathers from
Thanksgiving, and anything
that was fall focused, and
swapped out the pillows

and added a complimentary
tablecloth. Then we replaced
the woven balls on the
mantle with actual glass

balls — in metallic colors. To
complement the metallics we
added ribbons to the wreaths,
again utilizing hues of golds
and bronzes. We found a
gorgeous, almost iridescent,

taffeta ribbon that shimmered
with orange, ruby red and
bronze which really elevated
the esthetic and added an
element of sophistication.
We also incorporated plenty
of evergreens in our decor;
we tucked them in around
lamp bases and in between
additional items such as

the hand-carved wooden
Christmas trees and glittered
reindeer. Christmas decor
completed. Check.

Turn Christmas into New
Year’s decor. The transition
into New Year’s was simple
— we removed any overtly
Christmas oriented items —
the Christmas trees, reindeer,
evergreens — and added a
few additional metallic balls,
and some candles. The point
again is you don’t have to
undo your decor completely;
transition from Christmas
into New Year’s just as we
transitioned from fall into
winter.

I have to admit when we
implemented this decorating
method, I actually found

myself with a smile on my
face, my shoulders dropped
away from my ears, and [
breathed a little easier...
and maybe, just maybe, |
reacquainted myself with the
holiday spirit and excitement
that had begun to fade so
many years ago. Thanks Mom
for always making Christmas
such a magical time of year
and for doing such a good job
of hiding just how stressful it
can be.

Wishing you all the joy and
excitement (of a five-year-old)
this holiday season. %
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